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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Dear Sir: 

In accordance with Applicants' continued duty of 
disclosure, the following documents are brought to the 
Examiner's attention: 



(1) 


EP Patent No. 


1 138 743; 




(2) 


U.S. Patent No. 5,496,582 


/ 


(3) 


DE Patent No. 


31 21 491; 




(4) 


International 


Publication 


No. WO 99/37836; 


(5) 


DE Patent No. 


31 21 523; 




(6) 


DE Patent No. 


41 26 051; 




(7) 


DE Patent No. 


197 08 543; 


and 


(8) 


DE Patent No. 


101 34 977. 
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A listing on Form PTO-1449 is enclosed along with a copy of 
the non-U. S. documents. 

The undersigned submits the above -identified references for 
independent consideration by the Examiner and does not make any 
admission that these references are or are not material to the 
present invention or that these references are or are not prior 
art with respect to the present invention. 

If any fees are required in connection with this case, it 
is respectfully requested that they be charged to Deposit 
Account No. 02-0184. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Barjy L. Keimachter 
Attorney for Applicants 
Reg. No. : 29, 999 



Tel: (203) 777-6628 
Fax: (203) 865-0297 



Date: December 5, 2005 



I, Rachel Piscitelli, hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with 
the United States Postal Service as Express Mail in an envelope addressed to: 
^Commissioner, for— Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313" on December 5, 2005. 
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